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Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on Wednesday,  25 September 2013 and confirmed on 30 October 2013   

……………………………………. 
Chairperson 

GMPG 04 

ITEM NO: GMPG 04 
FILE NO: 2013/2622 
SUBJECT: HERITAGE LISTING OF THE DEFENCE NATIONAL STORAGE AND 

DISTRIBUTION CENTRE SITE 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Forwards the Planning Proposal to add the Defence National Storage and 
Distribution Centre to the Liverpool Local Environmental Plan 2008 as a heritage 
item to the Department of Planning and Infrastructure for a Gateway 
determination.  

2. Writes to the Office of Environment and Heritage and encourage them to list the 
site on the State Heritage Register. 

COUNCIL DECISION 

Motion:                      Moved: Clr Hadchiti                       Seconded: Clr Mamone  

That the recommendation be adopted. 

On being put to the meeting the motion was declared CARRIED.  

Councillors voted unanimously for this motion.  
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LIVERPOOL CITY COUNCIL 
  

 
PLANNING AND GROWTH 
 
ORDINARY MEETING 25/09/2013 
 
ITEM NO: GMPG 04 FILE NO: 2013/2622 
SUBJECT: HERITAGE LISTING OF THE DEFENCE NATIONAL 

STORAGE AND DISTRIBUTION CENTRE SITE 
COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC 
PLAN 
REFERENCE: 

VIBRANT PROSPEROUS CITY 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
 
The Defence National Storage and Distribution Centre (DNSDC) is located on Moorebank 
Avenue, Moorebank and is proposed to be developed as an intermodal freight terminal by 
SIMTA. The site is currently leased to the Department of Defence and due to this lease 
arrangement the site is therefore known as a “Commonwealth area”. The site includes a 
number of heritage elements which have been acknowledged by heritage reporting. The 
site is currently listed on the Commonwealth Heritage Register. 
 
However, once the Department of Defence lease ends, the site will no longer be a 
“Commonwealth area” and would need to be removed from the Commonwealth Heritage 
List. From that point on the site would have no heritage listing and protection of the 
heritage values on the site.  
 
In response Council has prepared a Planning Proposal to list the DNSDC site on the Local 
Heritage Register in the Liverpool Local Environmental Plan 2008 to ensure ongoing 
protection of the heritage of the site is provided.  
 
It is recommended that Council forward the Planning Proposal to add the DNSDC to the 
Liverpool Local Environmental Plan 2008 as a heritage item to the Department of Planning 
and Infrastructure for a Gateway determination.  
 
Further, it is recommended that Council write to the Office of Environment and Heritage 
and encourage them to list the site on the State Heritage Register. 
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DETAILED REPORT: 
 
Site Identification 
The planning proposal affects the Lot 1 DP1048263, the DNSDC site on Moorebank 
Avenue, Moorebank, otherwise known as the SIMTA intermodal freight terminal site. 
 
The site was previously part of the military land but was rezoned to become Moorebank 
Technology Park in 2004. However the Department of Defence continue to lease the site. 
The site is proposed in the future to be developed as an intermodal freight terminal. 
 

 
 
Figure 1 - Site identification map 
 
Planning Proposal 
Council has prepared a Planning Proposal which seeks to list the DNSDC site on the Local 
Heritage Register in the Liverpool Local Environmental Plan 2008. The Planning Proposal 
outlines the technical planning justification for the listing. 
 
The DNSDC is listed on the Commonwealth Heritage Register, as it is a “Commonwealth 
area” because the Department of Defence still leases the site. However, once the 
Department of Defence lease ends, the site will no longer be a “Commonwealth area” and 
would need to be removed from the Commonwealth Heritage List in accordance with 
Section 341L Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. From that 
point on the site would have no heritage listing and no heritage protection will be afforded 
to the site.  
 
The ongoing heritage protection measures that will exist once Defence vacates the 
DNSDC site will entirely depend on any contractual obligations between SIMTA and the 
Department of Defence that operate at that point in time (however given that the 

DNSDC 
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Department of Defence is giving up the site, these may not be stringent in relation to 
heritage). 
 
Heritage Significance of the DNSDC site 
The site contains a variety of heritage buildings and a long heritage association. In 
particular the site has twenty timber post and beam buildings dating to World War Two. 
Fifteen of these are of timber post and beam construction, with nine internal bays. Two 
other buildings are the smaller Quartermaster’s Store, with five bays of timber post and 
beam construction, and the Carpentry Workshop, which are timber framed and three bays 
wide. Both the Quartermaster’s Store and the Carpentry Workshop are constructed of 
Oregon, an American wood. 
 
Other elements of significance include the alignments of rail sidings that once ran through 
the site which are still visible in the landscape through the location and orientation of some 
of the buildings and roads, while to the south a remaining siding is still clearly visible. 
 
The section of the School of Military Engineering which is included in the subject site is 
disturbed and does not contain significant heritage items, however the significance of the 
site as a whole should be considered. The School of Military Engineering is listed on the 
Liverpool LEP 2008 as the Australian Army Engineers Group (Item 57).  
 
This listing notes that the site includes the Royal Australian Engineers (RAE) Memorial 
Chapel, RAE Monument, Major General Sir Clive Steele Memorial Gates, and The Cust 
Hut. According to the LEP Heritage map, Item 57 also encompasses most of the land 
surrounding the DNSDC site, between the East Hills railway line and Anzac Road, as well 
as a building on the north side of Anzac Road. As such the proposed listing will 
complement this existing listing and provide a more comprehensive heritage consideration 
to this area. 
 
A Heritage Assessment of the site was prepared by Graham Brooks and Associates in 
2001 on behalf of the Department of Defence. A Non Indigenous Heritage Impact 
Assessment was prepared by Artefact dated December 2012 on behalf of SIMTA. Both 
these reports recognise the high heritage significance of the DNSDC site and recommend 
preservation of the site.  
 
There is substantial justification for the protection of the heritage significance of the site 
through the Liverpool Local Environmental Plan 2008. 
 
Office of Environment and Heritage 
The NSW Office of Environment and Heritage administers the State Heritage Register. 
Given that the DNSDC site was considered significant enough to be listed on the 
Commonwealth Heritage Register, it seems appropriate that the site be listed on the State 
Heritage Register as well as listed locally. 
 
It is recommended that Council write to the Office of Environment and Heritage and 
encourage them to list the site on the State Heritage Register in conjunction with local 
listing. 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The reports required to justify the heritage listing are existing and publically available. The 
recommended actions will require some staff time to prepare and liaise with relevant state 
agencies, which can be managed through existing budget allocations.  
 
The planning proposal provides public benefit through provision of better protection to 
significant heritage items. There are no substantial financial implications arising from this 
report. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That Council: 
 

1. Forwards the Planning Proposal to add the Defence National Storage and 
Distribution Centre to the Liverpool Local Environmental Plan 2008 as a heritage 
item to the Department of Planning and Infrastructure for a Gateway determination.  
 

2. Writes to the Office of Environment and Heritage and encourage them to list the site 
on the State Heritage Register. 

 
SIGNED BY: 
 
Toni Averay 
Group Manager 
Planning and Growth 
 

 
 
 

 
Attachment: Planning Proposal 
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